
  

 

2010 Michigan Youth Trout Camp, hosted by KVCTU                        by Greg Potter  

The following is from an email I received from John Sabina, former Michigan TU Chairperson and a vol-

unteer at this yearõs camp.  òOn Saturday, August 7th, a group of Vanguard TU members traveled north 

to meet some folks from the Upper Black River Watershed Council and MDNRE to build some artificial 

spawning beds on Rattlesnake Creek, a tributary of the East Branch of the Black River.  Imagine my sur-

prise when among the local people for the project was Quentin (2010 Youth Camp graduate) along with 

his mother, father, and older brother Austin.  

Building spawning beds was not easy work that required carrying many large rocks and buckets of pea 

gravel down a very rough 100 yard path to the creek.  It was very satisfying to see our graduate working 

hard for about five hours.  Anytime the demands of everyday life are making your involvement in the 

Youth Trout Camp difficult, please remember that our efforts are having an effect.ó 

Since the Michigan Youth Trout Camp began in 1998, over two hundred campers and dozens of adult 

volunteers have come together in the heart of Michiganôs trout country.  The camp is designed to give 

our campers and TU volunteers practical angling and conservation skills they can use on their home wa-

ters.  The camp is open to young men and women 12 to 16 years old.  A camper doesnõt have to be a 

Trout Unlimited member, an accomplished angler, or even from Michigan.  Campers do need an interest 

in protecting, conserving, and restoring our coldwater fisheries.  

This July 19 young trout fishers and conservationists spent 4 days on the Au Sable and Manistee rivers 

with KVCTU members and other volunteers at the 2010 Michigan Youth Trout Camp.  Together we tied 

flies, built spinners, and fished for browns, rainbows and the most beautiful of all fish, Michiganõs brook 

trout.  Of course, Trout Unlimited is more than just a fishing club; so with the help of MDNRE Fisheries 

biologists and other professionals, we talked about how our rivers work and how to protect them.  Camp-

ers and TU volunteers completed a stream habitat project on the East Branch of the Au Sable with Hu-

ron Pines RC&D. We sampled the streamõs macro-invertebrates (trout food) with Michigan TUõs Kristin 

Thomas.  At night, we returned to our base camp at the Ralph A. MacMullan Conference Center where 

we shared stories of the dayõs ad-

ventures and tied a few flies for the 

next dayõs fishing. 

This is a big project for our chapter 

and we couldnõt pull it off without a 

lot of help.  I would like to thank 

our chapter volunteers Alan 

Brooks, John Dunlop, Marion Alex-

ander, Andy Tulgetske, Doug 

Gerow, Ed Hoover and Ken 

Nuorala.  Without their time and 

effort, the camp would not have 

been possible.  Special thanks go to 

Kari Seabright our Michigan TU / 

Ameri -Corp volunteer and Jim 

Bedford who has been to all 13 

camps. 
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Kalamazoo Valley Chapter Trout Unlimited Officers  
 

Doug Gerow, President  
32 Lynwood Dr., Battle Creek, MI 49015  ̧H: 269-660-9612 ̧  C: 269-589-5525 

doug.gerow@gmail.com 
 

Char Hammond, Vice President, Special Events  
12245 Southgate Dr., Plainwell, MI 49080  ̧H: 269-664-4100 ̧  W: 269-720-9172 

charhammond@pprmi.com 
 

Mike Lagowski, Secretary/Public Relations,  
State Council Representative  

9267 Arrowhead Dr., Scotts, MI 49088  ̧H: 269-324-4918 ̧  W: 269-324-9320 

jmlagowski@comcast.net 
 

Ed Hoover, Treasurer, Weber Fund Chair,  
State Council Representative  

2595 5th St., Shelbyville, MI 49344  ̧H: 269-792-0582 ̧  C: 616-262-4566 

EdH@oakmi.com 
 

Greg Potter, Past President  
906 S. Kalamazoo Ave., Marshall, MI 49068  ̧W: 269-963-2065 

gregpotter@earthlink.net 
 

Gerry Geik, Slacklines Editor  
8400 N. 26th St., Kalamazoo, MI 49004  ̧H: 269-342-6761 

ggeik@hughes.net 

A Special Thank You to 

Gander Mountain 

for allowing us to use their meeting 

facilities for Chapter meetings.  

They are always hospitable and we 

appreciate their generosity. 

Sincerely, the KVCTU Board 

 

Al Henderson, Nominations  
601 Treasure Island, Mattawan, MI 

49071 

H: 269-3753763 ̧  W: 269-998-0941 

firemanalfie@hotmail.com 
 

Pat Moskalik  
1218 Parchmount, Parchment, MI 49004 

H: 269-382-6107 

pjdj19@yahoo.com 
 

Barney Naylor  
937 Farrell Ave., Kalamazoo, MI 49006 

H: 269-388-3327 ̧  C: 269-217-1382 

ispey@yahoo.com 
 

Marion Alexander  
22684 Junction Rd., Bellevue, MI 49021 

H: 269-763-9633 

sidehill2@ia4u.net 

 

Advisors  
 

Louis Kollar  
PO Box 458, Allegan, MI 49010-0458 

H: 269-673-8985 
 

Chuck Maltby  
1901 Greenlawn, Kalamazoo, MI 49006 

H: 269-342-5516 
 

Dennis Martin  
603 Gingham, Kalamazoo, MI 49002 

H: 269-327-4009 

dmartin603@charter.net 

Board Members  
 

Terry Wittorp, Activities Chair  
31477 Co. Line Rd., Dowagiac, MI 49047 

H: 269-424-5138 

terryflyfish@hotmail.com 
 

Ken Nuorala, Youth Camp Chair  
13016 East G Ave., Augusta, MI 49012 

H: 269-731-5137 

kenbighorn@earthlink.net 
 

Steve Birman, Membership/
Website  

793 Topview Dr., Otsego, MI 49078 

H: 269-685-1230 

novicetyer@charter.net 
 

Steve Schullery, Disborough 
Chair, email Guy  

1020 Eldridge Dr., Kalmazoo, MI 49006 

H: 269-372-7241 

sschullery@charter.net 
 

Brad Parlato, PE, Resources  
1316 Cambridge, Kalamazoo, MI 49001 

H: 269-381-8762 ̧  W: 269-207-0011 

parlato@sme-usa.com 
 

Don Squires, Historian  
22460 Klines Resort Road, 235 

Three Rivers, MI 49093 

H: 269-649-2046 

alliswc@mindspring.com 
 

 

 

Board Meeting  
Schedule:  

September 9, 2010  

October 14, 2010  

November 4, 2010  

December 9, 2010  

January 13, 2011  

February 10, 2011  
 

Board Meetings are generally held 

at 7:00 pm at the Kalamazoo 

Gander Mountain Store. 
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From the President:  òBe the Change ð Volunteeró 

Itõs been a very hot and wet summer, however, weõve been busy as usual with numerous activities, camps, outings, 

and of course some fishing.  In this fall version of Slacklines, youõll be able to catch up on our latest projects and 

activities.  These include the Youth Camp, Trout Run Dam Removal, Spring 2010 Adopt -a-Highway, Deward Habi-

tat Improvement Update, and the Dickinson Creek Project to list a few.  

As you can imagine all of these projects take volunteers and people with a passion to fulfill our KVCTU mission.  

òTo conserve, protect, and restore coldwater fisheries and their watersheds, and to promote angling in a 

sportsmanlike manner.ó   Pretty straight forward and simple; kind of makes you want to jump off the couch and 

get involved doesnõt it? 

Volunteering is an individual decision and one you make through the ebbs and flows of the stream of life.  I realize 

during some stretches giving back to your community comes in various forms, such as, financial contributions 

which are just as important.  However, we hope the timing is right for you during this fall season to consider get-

ting your feet wet.  We have a number of positions we need to recruit for our Board of Directors.  Weõre looking for 

people with integrity and a pulse.  Thatõs it.  Hereõs a listing of the following positions for which weõre currently 

recruiting: Secretary, Resources, and Memberships.  Even if you have no experience ð youõre perfect.  Please con-

tact me or any of our Board Members if you have questions or would like to sign up.  

Changing flys so to speak, I want to provide an update on my call to action earlier in support of our Youth Camp 

(please see Slacklines Winter 2009).  As you may recall:  Our Youth Camp, one of the cornerstones of KVCTU, was 

in jeopardy.  Iõm pleased to say that numerous people and chapters have jumped in to help and I think weõre on a 

very good trajectory for the future.  You can read more about this yearõs Youth Camp in this edition of Slacklines. 

Last Spring we held another very successful fund raiser through our Spring Banquet.  I owe many thanks to all 

who donated items for auction and participated as part of the banquet committee.  We also handed out several 

awards during the event.  Steve Schullery  walked away with our Member of the Year award  and a new award 

call the Pink Fly.  Many of you know Steve from his on -line persona as the e -mail Guy.  If you havenõt asked Steve 

about using pink flys in Florida, itõs worth the effort to engage him.  Both John Keagle and Marion Alexander  

were awarded our Emerger of the Year award  for their dedication and efforts on a number of fronts.  Weõre very 

lucky to have these award winners involved in our chapter.  

This fall we have another great list of speakers who will be on hand at our monthly meetings, including Chris 

Wood, the new National Trout Unlimited President & CEO.  This is a great opportunity to meet Chris, ask ques-

tions, and interact with him.  Heõs very much looking forward to coming and meeting our chapter and other quests 

from around the state.  

I encourage you to attend the monthly meetings and please access our web site www.kvctu.org for more infor-

mation.  Also the calendar of events page for meetings, projects, and outings, etc.  

So as I wrap up this news letter, Iõll leave you with a quote on one of my daughters t-shirts: òBe the Change ð 

Volunteeró. 

All the Best, Douglas Gerow, President Kalamazoo Valley Chapter TU  

Check out our 
web site: 

www.kvctu.org 

The KVCTU Newsletter, 
Slacklines, is published 3 times 
each fiscal year: Fall, Winter, 
and Spring.  Information and 
news requiring immediate re-
lease is transmitted via email. 


