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KVCTU to Hold 26th Annual
National Conservation Banquet on March 20th, 2010

Our chapter will hold its 2Bannual

National Conservation Banquet on
Saturday, March 20at 6 p.m. at The

Fountains Banquet Center at 535 S
Riverview Dr. in Parchment. We are
looking forward to a great evening of
good food and entertainment. Vice
President Char Hammond and thg
banquet committee have been work
ing hard at
even bigger

t han

forward to the support of our mem- at | ast

bers and the community at large.

Jack Spenner will be our emcee thi . ~
This Year 0s

year and promises to bring a ney
twist to the event. Our guest aug
tioneer will be Glen Blackwood from
Great Lakes Fly Fishing in Rockford
Glen continuously entertains us with
his auctioneering style and help

The Fountains

535 S. Riverview Drive
Parchment, Ml

Saturday, March 20, 2010

make this event successful. We wi

of course have our usual silent auc-

tion and bucket tables with lots of ]
distinct items for your pleasure. Schedule of Events:
6:00-7:30 pm- Fish Tales, Cocktails

and Silent Auction
7:30-7:45 pm- Short Business

The banquet is our main fundraiser
of the year to help fund our many
stream projects and youth camp.
Our stream projects help make our Agenda

local streams sustain fish for our 7:458:30 pm- Dinner
pleasure to catch and release, and8:30-close- Raffles & Live Auction
help support our youth camp that is
open to all between the ages of 13
and 16. Without additional support
from the banquet, the youth camp
could not be pulled off and the ex-
periences these kids have would be
lost. The price of the banquet is just

Menu:
Hor s
Chicken Marsala
Roast Sirlion of Beef au jus
Pasta Primavera
Garlic Butter Redskin Potatoes

$40 per person, and you can sponsor V(E)getabltes
a table of eight for reserved seating esser
by sending one check in for the en- Price:

tire table. by Char Hammond

$40 per person

Raffles:
1 Schmidt Outfitters Gift Certificate
N Pick of live auction items

Selected Atrt:
T Artwork by David Ruimveld
f'Hand crafted wood project by Jim

ma k i nTy pe‘rsbnalley GlyneBmcfkmsd asdv eWellever
drtist ®dvid Rutnwelddpese fer phbto | 0 0 k

year 0sgefbadyhents! -

TWinston B2MX 6wt 4-pc Fly Rod

[foacme b Ol i t es8ptg ed

91 Orvis rolling duffle

i TomTom GPS

9 Spotting Scope

{ Coleman camp stove

9 Coleman Portable Propane Cooker

I Kevin Feenstra Smallmouth Float
Trip

1 Kelly Newman Float Trip

91 Sam Potter Missouri Tightline Trip
(1-day guided walkn trip)

Selected Member Donations:

fCustombuilt bamboo Fly Rod by
Al Henderson (8ft/2pc/6wt)

Do oeuvVr ekevin Thomason and Terry Wit-

torp Float Trip

f'Square Tackle Box by Chuck
Maltby

Special Guest & Auctioneer:

Glen Blackwood
of Great Lakes Fly Fishing
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Superior Guidance

In Buying or
Selling a Home

Jared
Arnold

Prudential
Preferred
HEALTORS®

Phone:
488-0236

ared
RNOLD

GUIDING YOUR WAY

Answers * Solutions * Results

The KVCTU Newsletter,

Slackiines, is published 3
times each fiscal year: Fall,
Winter, and Spring. Infor-
mation and news requiring
immediate release is trans-

A SpecialThank Youto
Gander Mountain
for allowing us to use their meeti
facilities for Chapter meeting
They are always hospitable and
appreciate their generosity.

Sincerely, the KVCTU Boar

we




From the President Check out our

Fellow members, | would like to share with you a letter | sent to our Michiga -
TU State Council. I hope each of WebSIte-
gan Trout Youth Camp be a success. We desperately need your help.

Douglas Gerow WWW lﬂ/CtU . O rg

Dear State Council,

I hope all of you are in good spirits and dol ng well
on behalf of the Board of the Kalamazoo Valley Chapter Trout Unlimiteg@ducational fly fishing experience
(KVCTU) to ask for vyour help. 1 6l Wthihe sagsfagign of confribyiing, g

with a call to action. to the future of TU is appealing to a

This last week, it became clear that our Michigan Trout Youth Camp (‘]u'ﬁﬁa%ihtf:’ct)huennsgce)rzhvsglg el:();jable o

11" - 15M this year is facing many challenges. We are in discussions, as we o . o
speak, about the feasibility and capability of KVCTU to conduct the camp>econd, finding qualified kids is self
this year. One of the most unfortunate decisions we are facing is to cancel tigplanatory-- across the board we

yearo6s camp. The consequence for &§d g jmprgue puq guccesy falg aty ¢

of losing the momentum we gained over the last thirteen yeatsmentum  'écruiting kids for the camp. Our
that could be lost forever. attendance has been declining and

. , , . last year we attracted only nine kids
During our strategic planning session last year, the Youth Camp was cons@- our annual event. We believe to

ered I be oneof e most mpotans confiuons e ke 2= & SRSPEnBst  successul camp ey can-
- My €xp p s is the right target. We continue to

ited, however, | hear of nothing but great experiences from both kids angﬂbsi ize all of the ad itiRnal costs

counselorés who have attended. Thechauseeo?guF hibdobhl to Fvest© N
faction that moves people for the remainder of their lives. In simple termsn,1 the future of TpU- its yoalng peo-

leaders and counselors who attend the camp are returned with much MAYE | believe with additional aware-

than they give. _ _ness and simple actions we can find
The youth camp curriculum and workshops are supported by three main pﬂ/venty kids with your help to apply

lars: Leaders, Kids, and Funding. Like the legs of a stool, if one leg fails, theg \www.kvctu.or

so does the camp. Many of our members have donated the necessary time and believe continuing to invest in
leadership to plan and effectively execute the camp. We also have to th youth camp is an important part
many of the other chapters who have also contributed to each of these CaUSES - future of TU. To conserve

I would be amiss not to mention some of the key leaders in our state who h S tect and restore. our cold watér
in the past also contributed to its cause, such as, Jim Bedford, Glen Blaji '

wood, Charlie Weaver, MDNR, Huron Pines Conservation District, and many nSdOeurrs(;zi dislzagrtflvylt(rr:os\(ljgﬁagg:eri?;

other.people and orga.nlzatlonts,. o cornerstone of our future is explicitly
Our first challenge this year is finding leaders/counselors to run the camped to the young people of our com-

Because of numerous issues, the board of KVCTU cannot commit to provighunity. We have recently started

ing the |l eadership for planning, d%éu&iérf%'an%l'plﬁnﬁimgatﬁ)@cﬂowrU

What we need are two €@i r ect ors to pl an, or Ga #ahikSovedtt fbng ket Viabll-h i
camp. We stress that the curriculum and structure are already developed, a)dand effectiveness of the youth

a stable of experienced volunteers are available for training. If gaining an  camp, but we need immediate help
this year.

: - - | encourage you to contemplate the
Landscaplng 1S our buSlneSS' fate and future of the youth camp
. and please consider assisting in any
Can we be of service? way possible. We look forward to
You’ve probably seen us around. We maintain several properties in hearing your feedback and discuss-
your neighborhood. And we’d like to take care of yours, too. ing ideas you may have to help this
Landscape Maintenance * Design and Construction great program. If you want to sign up
6 as a CeDirector/Counselor just let
<> L g me know.
Y andscape i
NA Lmn Manager’w?renc Sincerely, _
1300 South 8th Street * Kalamazoo, MI 49009 » 269/375-0084 Douglas Gerow President
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Salmon in the Classroom
by Al Henderson

= T

Volunteers from KVCTU assisted Cari
Sebright, Shana McMillan and Kristin
Thomas with the 2062010 Salmon in

the Classroom program. Cari Sebright is

a MiTU Project Coordinator for the
Huron Pines AmeriCorps, Shana
McMillan is a Park Interpreter for Inter-
pretive Services at the Wolf Lake Fish
Hatchery and Kristin Thomas works for
Michigan Trout Unlimited as an Aquatic
Ecologist.

On November 12, 13 & 14 KVCTU vol-
unteers assisted at the Wolf Lake FisH
Hatchery by welcoming teachers from
throughout Michigan. Teachers each
received 200 eyed eggs (having growr
one month) and enough fish food to las
until they are released at the close of th
school year.

The teachers arrived with a sense of reg
strained excitement, some with children
accompanying them, and were escorte
through the tanks to where they receive(
plastic bags holding their new eggs.

Some of the teachers have been involve
in the 6Sal mon |In

gram for several years and felt it was §
very positive learning experience for

The o6Salmon In The Classroomd pro
training session, provide a ®@llon fish tank (minimum size) and an
aguarium heater. Each

teacher receives an assort-

ment of teaching aids at the

training session that helps

the students learn about fish

growth and habitat. Some of

the teachers were quite

proud of their class success

rates, with over 90% of the

eggs hatching and surviving

to the close of the school

year.

At the end of the school year, as part of this program, the surviving salmon
are released into designated Michigan streams and rivers.

their students.

Salmon in the Classroom and Beyond

The Michigan Department of Natural Resources would like to thank the
Kalamazoo Valley Chapter of Trout Unlimited and the entire Michjgan
Trout Unlimited membership for its continued support of natural respurce
based educational events and programs. Several T.U. members and staff
recently assisted the DNR with distributing salmon eggs to teachells par-
ticipating in the Salmon in the Classroom program. The prograan|is
exciting opportunity that teaches students about our state's freshwater re-
sources through interactive, haras learning.This instrumental learning
experience gives students the opportunity to raise salmon in their|class-
room from fall until spring. The program culminates at the end of the
school year with the release of the young fish in a local watershed that
feeds one of the Great Lakes. Currently, 115 schools and nearly 14,000
students participate statewide.

Every November, over 80% of teachers participating in the program|make
their way to the Wolf Lake State Fish Hatchery in Mattawan to regeive
their allotment of eggs. There are only a few short days when it is biplogi-
cally feasible to safely transport the eggs. In recent years, shrinking|budg-
ets and limited staffing have made the effective distribution of eggs and
program materials difficult. In an effort to help ease the burden,|T.U.
members and staff volunteered their time to help facilitate the salmgn egg
distribution. The assistance of these individuals greatly improved the effi-
ciency and overall organization of egg pick up.

Several local members of the Kalamazoo Valley Chapter of Trout Unlim-
ited also participate in many of the events and programs offered [at the
hatchery throughout the year. Programs include youth catch and felease
fishing, fly tying and macro invertebrate studies. Fish Fest, an gnnual
event held each July that attracts some 2,000 visitors is also supported by
these members. The efforts of T.U. have helped the DNR to piovide
members of our community and state residents with a variety of ynique
opportunities to learn about outdoor recreation and natural resourcg stew-
ardship in Michiganthank you.

Shana McMillan, Interpreter
Wolf Lake State Fish Hatchery Visitor Center, MDNR




