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just fly fishing at one of our events.
I would like to extend a personal
thanks to Greg for pushing me over
the involvement/non-involvement

From the President
By Doug Gerow
Greetings everyone. My name is

business and nonprofit organization.
Gaining these additional skills can
help someone increase their personal
growth becoming more productive

Doug Gerow and
the new President of our Kalamazoo
Vall ey <chapter.
with the chapter for about five years
and still consider myself a newbie
compared to many of our members
who have been actively involved for
mu ¢ h |l onger . Si
new to many of you | think a quick
history lesson will be appropriate. |
met Greg Potter, our past president,
about six years ago through my wife,
Lisa, who owned a local business a
few stores down
told me about Greg and explained
that he was an avid fly fisherman and
encouraged me to stop by and talk
fishing stuff with him. Since | was
new to fly fishing and always look-
ing for information and someone to
discuss fly fishing with I decided to
stop by and talk to him.

OK now you can see where this is
going and how | ended up deciding |
could volunteer a little of my time to
KVCTU. With an invitation from
Greg, | showed up a board meeting
about four years ago and said |
wanted to help. Afterward Greg said
KVCTU needed additional board
members and | decided to sign up
and through the support of the board
| ended up with this post.

It was initially
been able to enjoy a wonderful ex-
perience working with the board and
meeting many of our chapter mem-
bers. | can say that we have great
people and we always have a great
time no matter
learning to tie a new fly pattern,
cooking up some wonderful eats, or

I “line. hnoaddgtio6newke all geed hoe

i f erstpeplarinidg, budgeting, iorgagiz- r

members of our chapter and the com-
thank Greg for all his service to the ~ munity. If you know someone who
khaptereas dure aso President. Al- v &/éLi think could benefit from these

t hough mi | d ma n n expegenkes, pldase &nsourade ¢hema -
cious when comes to our mission:  to contact myself or any board mem-
To conserve, protect, and restore ber and we can discuss volunteering
cold-water fisheries and their water- opportunities that go beyond becom-
sheds, &nd 1 pramete anglihgvired bhg a better fly fisherman.
sportsmanlike manner. Come to

think about it, our board and every a safe and nderf holiday season.
me mber | “ve met qqsst g%reaql

resolute when it comes to this pas- family while beginning to thmk

ztr)ggv(\)/er%alltg?t l‘ésfg;qg.SThank éoﬁ e about the entire scope of the next

Please accept my heartfelt wishes for

4 Mk

year " s possi bl e f
We have another full agenda for t i ons. Pl ease don"t
KVCTU around our general meet- , Show and Tel | © at

17" meeting as it always seems to be
one of our most popular venues.

ings, youth camp, resource projects,
spring outing, Wa Wa Sum, fly tie-a-
thons, fly tying lessons, website up-
dates, Slacklines,and our upcoming
spring banquet. Yes believe it or not
the banquet committee, headed up by
our new Vice President, Char
Hammond, is in full swing and is
well down the path organizing the
tasks needed for completion to make
this another successful fund raiser.
With all planning, organizing, and
the real work that needs to get done
we"re always | ook
bers or volunteers to lend a hand and
bring new talent to KCVTU.

For us to continue our success as a
dhabtér wveinge theGéxteganerdtion a t
of leaders to step forward and one of
my goals as President is to try and
recruit our younger generation. We
can help younger volunteers learn
lifelong skills in conservation, lead-

Cheers!
Doug Gerow

ing, and real social networking.
These skills are needed in every
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Pat Moskalik
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pjdj19@yahoo.com

Barney Naylor
937 Farrell Ave., Kalamazoo, MI 49006
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ispey@yahoo.com
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Board Meeting
Schedule:

December 10, 2009
January 14, 2010
February 11, 2010

March 11, 2010
April 8, 2010
May 13, 2010

All Board Meetings are held at
7:00 pm at the Kalamazoo Gande
Mountain Store unless otherwise
scheduled

Superior Guidance

In Buying or
Selling a Home

Jared
Arnold

Prudential
Preferred
REALTORS®

Phone:
488-0236

ared
RNOLD

GUIDING YOUR WAY

Answers * Solutions * Results

A Speci al
Gander Mountain
for allowing us to use their meeting
facilities for Chapter meetings.
They are always hospitable and we
appreciate their generosity.

Sincerely,

KVCTU Board

ﬁThJank



Deward Habitat Improvement Project Update

On October 22, 2009, the Upper Manistee River Restoration Committee
(UMRRC) had their final meeting of 2009 and discussed, in part, the
Deward Project that our chapter has funded through the donation made
by Floyd Eberts. The 10 structures that were proposed in the Spring of
2009 have been installed. While 1 was only able to see a couple of the
structures installed this past August, | am sure that the rest are con-
structed and installed with the same attention to detail and will serve as
intended -- providing habitat that is consistent with enhancing the fishery
through bank stabilization and providing cover for the trout in the river.

According to Mark Tonello, DNR Fisheries, we will know sometime in
February about the grant that would extend this project into 2010. The
grant would provide the funding for additional habitat improvement
structures. We are hoping for possibly adding an additional 10 structures
(again, depending on how much money is provided through the grant).

Russ LaRowe from Kalkaska Conservation District (KCD), who super-
vised the work this Summer, is planning on attending our December
., Sh-andvT el | © regul ar chapter me et
update. So, if you are curious what K\VCTU contributed to, what the
UMRRC approved, and what the KCD sweated over in the upper reaches
of the Manistee this year, pul |8
glad to talk with you about the Deward Project. ‘

=

KVCTU at
FISH FEST 2009

KVCTU again had a booth at the

by Marion Alexander, KVCTU

Slackliness Going Green!:
In an effort to conserve, KVCTU WiII be

10th annual DNR-sponsored Fish
Fest on Saturday July 18th and
Sunday July 19th at the Wolf Lake
Fish Hatchery near Mattawan. At-

tendance on a sunny Saturday was |
over 1,300 and just over 1,000 on |

Sunday, even though attendees that
day had to dodge thundershowers.
Al Henderson, Richard Chamber-
lin (Mr. hatchery tours) and non
member but friend of TU Jennifer
Smith held the fort on Saturday;
Jerry Reed and Don Squires (Mr.
fly tyer) were kept busy on Sun-
day.

The Fish Fest features catch & re-
lease fishing for kids ages 5 - 16,
tours of the hatchery building,
various Kids activities, nature
walks, free snacks and specials
displays and programs.

by Richard Chamberlin

working toward printing and mailing: fewer
copies dblacklinesThe plan is to disttib-
ute each publication with an email edition tc
members who provide an email address
and a PDF version available via a link on
the chapterds welbsi
sume less paper and decrease cdsts
associated with printing and mailing
newsletter material.

Jerry Reed talking to one of the
many Fish Fest attendees.

Landscaping is our business.

Can we be of service?

You’ve probably seen us around. We maintain several properties in
your neighborhood. And we’d like to take care of yours, too.

Landscape Maintenance ¢ Design and Construction

6
<>
NAY LOR R 5555en

1300 South 8th Street « Kalamazoo, MI 49009 « 269/375-0084
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Members are encouraged to use
Slackliness a means
used fishing tackle they wish

to sell or trade.

Free to members in good standing.
Contact Gerry Geik at
ggeik@hughes.net for more
information.

SponsorProgram
Contributors

As of November 15, 2009 the following
generous KCVTU members have do-
nated to the
for coldwater resources. We thank you
all for your support and generosity!

Sponors: Jared Arnold, Keith Bailey,
Steve Birman, Sherwood Boudeman,
James Bour, Lynn Burry, Daniel Busby,
Janet Disborough, John Eichel, Gerry
Geik, Doug Gerow, Errol Gilbert Jr., Al
Henderson, Barb Henderson, Tracei
Holder, Ed Hoover, Lynn Hoover,
Merrill Katz, John Keagle, Lou Kollar,
Kathlyne Maltby, Charles Mehne, Joe
Mitchell, Ron Olsen, Brad Parlato, Jerry
Reed, Richard Reed, Joel Shepherd, Don
Snyder, Don Squires, Kevin Thomason,
Paul Tulgetske, Sam Van Boven, Bruce
Williams

Patrons: Bob Boughner, Robert Cardiff,
Tom Carson, Richard Chamberlin, Rob
Dewit, Gordon Dolbee, Robert Downing,
Caswell Evans, Loren Fry, James Gib-
son, Lad Hanka Sr., Ed Henby, Brian
Herbert, Frederick Jeffers, Bing Johnson,
Phil Jones, Bob Kruska, Charles Maltby,
Greg Mindock, Bret Morgan, Pat Mos-
kalik, James Nemeth, Bruce Noble,
Ralph Pernice, Vernon Potts, Philip Rad-
tke, William Rosegrant, Steve Schullery,

Tim Seifert, Michael Sobaski, Herb
Spencer, Jack Spenner
Contributors:  Christopher  Elsworth,

Rich Felber, Thomas Goodsell, Ladislav
Hanka, Carolyn Kiser, Kent Kiser, Kyle
Kiser, Bruce Kuipers, Thom Martin, Ja-
red Mindock, Derek Neufeld, Craig
Ross, Thomas Shumaker, James Spica,
James Wilson

by Steve Birman

chaptebPRQ membgrpsy.al

ELECTON OF 2009-10 BOARD MEMBERS

An 1 mportant part of this years
Board Members. Our Bylaws call for an 18 person Board of Directors,
which is comprised of:

e 12 regular Board Members: 6 being elected each year, for a 2-year term

¢ 4 Executive Officers: the President, the Vice President, the Secretary and
the Treasurer

¢ The Past President, and

¢ The Editor of Slacklines

Four pertinent directions from the Bylaws concerning elections of Board
Members are:

1. The Executive Officers shall be nominated and elected by direct vote of

efforts
2. The Board shall be permitted to recommend a slate of nominees for
consideration.

3. If the position of any Director becomes vacant for any reason, his or her
successor shall be elected by the Board and shall hold the position for
the unexpired term.

4. The vote for any question before the Chapter shall be by acclamation
unless a majority of voting members present demand such voting be by
ballot.

The Board of Directors developed
tion during the spring and summer Board meetings. The slate was voted on,
passing unanimously. Starting October 1, 2009 the Board of Directors shall
consist of:

Executive Committee

President: Doug Gerow
Vice President Char Hammond
Secretary Mike Lagowski
Treasurer Ed Hoover

Past President Greg Potter
SlacklinesEditor Gerry Geik

Board Members With Terms Ending:
September 30, 2010 September 30, 2011

Don Squires Terry Wittorp
Steve Birman Ken Nuorala
Steve Schullery Barney Naylor

Pat Moskilik
two open spots

Brad Parlato
Al Henderson
Marion Alexander

The KVCTU Board meetings are normally held the second Thursday of
each month at 7 pm, except during the summer, in which there is only one
meeting. The meetings are hosted by Gander Mountain at 5348 S. West-
nedge and are open to KVCTU members.

by Al Henderson, Elections



Editords Not e:

But fast retrieves can quickly turn them off

Slacklines Winter 2009/10 presents Part Il of an exceptionally infornfg€ strike in cooler water. | started fishing
tive article by contributing writer and devoted fisherman John Zielk@ith sparsely tied marabou streamers. |

(See Part I in Slacklines Fall 2009.)

Early Season Smallmouth - N
Bass on the Lake Michigan -
Flats - Part |l o

by John Zielke |

Fly fishing the shallow flats, whether in
fresh or salt water, is also a visual game.
Your ability to see structure and moving
fish are other keys to your success. Am-
ber colored polarized sunglasses will
help you see contrasting structure in
these beautifully clear waters. These wily smallies love to hold and feed
around significant changes in structure. The predominantly sand with
fine gravel and rock bottomed flats are loaded with large boulders, expan-
sive sunken rock piles, grass beds, channels with a little current, sub-
merged rock breaks that form points and shoreline grass with reeds. For-
age like crayfish, leeches and smaller fish desire the protection of this
structure. The opportunistic smallmouth takes full advantage of this.
You~" I I be amazed at the forage
look around you. These structures, combined with deeper water, say 3 to
5 feet deep, can be very productive. This is sounding like nice trout or
steel head water on rivers! I n
shallow and sand bottom areas without structure. These areas provide
little protection from predators and forage is not as concentrated.

Like many fly fishing situations, your gear, fly type, fly size and presenta-
tion are important. These open flats are often windy and you might also
find yourself casting some bushier top water patterns. Given these vari-
ables, I like the standard 9 foot, fast action, 7 or 8 weight rods. These
rods, combined with a shorter belly, weight forward floating line, will

help you beat the wind and mai
t o \e® Slow sink rateinking heads are also useful when probing
deeper water. Typical casting

important to keep some distance between yourself and any fishy water,
particularly on calm days. These smallies can get a little skittish. | prefer
to stay at least 40 to 50 feet away from a likely holding area. Fish the
closest cover first and then move out further. | also avoid flashing my
line over these locations if | need to false cast. Your leaders should be
about 9 feet long with 6 to 8 pound tippet when fishing a floating line.

There are many fine tactics
proaches that were very effective as | fished earlier this season in cooler,
clear water. Three key thoughts to consider are: Use smaller, natural
col ored patt er rFsholf/rear hebottom
slow or drifting retrieves. On this particular trip, the water temperatures
varied from 56 degrees mid-morning to about 61 degrees in the afternoon.
Some of my best fishing was
to rush things. Go ahead and sleep in, enjoy breakfast and pack a good
lunch. At this time of the year, the smallies relish baitfish and leeches.
And yes, contrary to many, they will slam crayfish if they can find them.

5
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prefer the light olive and grey marabou as
topping materials with white, silver or
cream colored bodies. A few strands of
silver or gold crystal flash can also help.
These streamers, when allowed to drift
with erratic twitches, were very effective. |
did take a few fish with a quicker, horizon-
tal strip and pause retrieve and the strikes
were very hard but this presentation was
not as effective as the drift and twitch re-
trieve. For crayfish patterns, try a light
brown, root beer or light olive colored
body with some orange or rust marabou for
the claws. Keep these flies short — 1.5
inches long maximum. Also, keep your
leech patterns slim and short — 2 inches
long maximum using black or olive rabbit
strip or marabou. The larger size 4 to size
6 crayfish patterns, fished slowly on the
bottom, were not effective. | could see the
fish turn and follow the craw patterns but

theR tHey WoRdhuicRIPtfrealvay t8 rejdcty S t
dn-"t

the fly. It di
these larger craw patterns. | then switched

n

8 §mAlIerki2 b and 89e€c and cravpit € ¢ t

terns. Going smaller and very slow was
like ringing the lunch bell. This method
consistently produced many nice small-
mouth from 12"°
nitely do eat big crayfish. But, at this time
of the year, | feel they are more condi-
tioned to finding young crayfish that are

n dowly getting reaghy é0 meltassheyigravy

t o

di

di s tSmallmogth- coptipyed an pagey’e

en AM, and 4
?yplcal V\%Igerness State I'IE’ark Lake
Michigan shoreline structure -- home to

favorite forage species of
the smallmouth bass.
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Chapter Calendar of Events

All Chapter Meetings are held
at The Fountains located at

December 17, 2009 - Chapter Meeting 5§5Ps‘- Rir:’erVi‘t*WM?r-
Annual Show & Tell in Parchment, Wi.

Wetlines/Cocktails- 6 p.m.
Dinner - 7 p.m.
Program - 8 p.m.

January 21, 2010 - Chapter Meeting
Ann Miller, Aquatic Biologist
and Columnist for Midwest Fly Fishing Magazine

All Chapter Meetings

January 23, 2010 - Fly Tying Demonstration are open to the public.
Ray Schmidt, Schmidt Outfitters, Wellston, Ml
The Bridge (church), 7200 Angling Rd, Portage, Ml Please RSVRo
(Call Terry Wittorp at 269-424-5138 for details) Terry Wittorp at 269-424-5138
or email terryflyfish@hotmail.com.
February 18, 2010 - Chapter Meeting
Brad Petzke, Rivers North Guide Service Get Connected. Stay Informef.
Plan To Attend!
March 20, 2010 - KVCTU Annual Banquet A No Smokingolicy is in effect
Location TBA at all meetings.
March 27, 2010 - Annual Tie-A-Thon*
Elkart Conservation Club; 55515 Riviera Dr., Elkhart, IN 46514
April 15, 2010 - Chapter Meeting
Speaker TBA D Ave. {

Mark your Calendar! :
KVCTU Annual Banquet *Tie-A-Thon Information
to be held on Flies tied as afr-r
March 20, 2010 i Tie-A-Thon will be distributed to':
— §support: a) the KVCTU Annual§
{Summer Youth Camp, b) the Na-:
‘tional Reel & Healing cancer recov- ;
§ery effort, and c) the Michigan—§
‘based Fly Girls. Contact either Tim;
i Scott at timelscott@yahoo.com, 574
1-276-0689 (cell) or 574-289-6392: A
{ (home) or Terry Wittorp at 269-424-; =94}
: 5138 or terryflyfish@hotmail.com.

131)

The Fountalns
535 S. Riverview

Riverview Dr.

Wast Main

Sprinkle

5. Westnedge

At last year"s Annual Banquet,: y
KVCTU surprised and honored re-
nowned fly-fisherman and TV per-
sonality Glen Blackwood with a
very special gift. Artist David Ruim- ADVERTISE
veld (on right) was commissioned by

KVCTU to create a one-of-a-kind IN SLACKLINES

painting with the idea that the work CheCk Out our Reach a select audience of angle
of art would be given to Glen as an 1/6 Page Ad- $30

expression of appreciation for his Web Slte 1/3 Page Ad- $57
many Yyears of service as auctioneer ) Other sizes available

for the Chapter Free Ad make-up.

Glen expressed he was deeply WWWkVCtuorg Contact G Geik at
ontact Gerry Geik a

moved by the extraordinary gift of !
gratitude. ggeik@hughes.net

|oN



Silver Creek Brushing Project
by: Bradley G. Parlato, PE

A brave and noble crew of KVCTU volunteers congregated to brush
some overgrown stretches of Silver Creek this past August. The
weather conditions on the morning of Saturday August 8 consisted of

intermittent heavy rain storms with occasional thunder and lightning
strikes. [ had to ask myself
these conditions?” Unfortunat

jumped in my vehicle and headed to the project site.

Luckily, I was joined by nine other like-minded volunteers who had
nothing better to do on a Saturday morning than stand in a trout stream
under such ominous conditions. Our project consisted of removing
mostly overgrown wild rose bushes that literally prevented upstream
passage through the river channel. We carved out paths through the
prickly vegetation, and also grooved a few casting avenues to some
productive areas of the stream. As always, we kept in mind the impor-
tance of canopy/bank cover and made sure those areas were conserved.

All in all, we worked diligently for over 2 hours. When the project
was complete Silver Creek looked as beautiful as ever even under
gloomy skies. Despite the weather, we enjoyed a well-deserved hot
dog barbeque and refreshments.

Pictured from left to right: Jeff Birman, Steve Birman, Pat Mos-
kalik, Dave Herrmann, Dick Chamberlin, Char Hammond, Bill
Arnholt, and Brad Parlato. Not Pictured: Paul Hammond (taking
photo), Mike Lagowski.

The KVCTU Newsletter, Slackiines, is published 3
times each fiscal year: Fall, Winter, and Spring. In-
formation and news requiring immediate release
will be transmitted via email and/or postcard.

PLAN TO ATTEND AN UPCOMING
CHAPTER MEETING

If you have been hesitant with regard to attending
a chapter meeting, the K\VCTU Board encourages
you to reconsider. Here are four benefits:

a) The chapter®“s off
current issues regarding coldwater resources and
chapter events, projects and activities; b) each b e
Program is truly informative and may provide 3 )
you with insights that enhance your approach to
fishing; c¢) the networking and opportunity for
gaining expertise from fellow TU members can
be extremely valuable; and d) the food is always
delicious and plentiful. Mark your calendar and
participate in an upcoming chapter meeting!
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Smallmouth- continued from page 5

My favorite craw and leech stillwater presen-

tation is as follows: cast and let the pattern

fall to the bottom .. |

count and point the ro

hel ps keep the sl ack

slowly retrieve the f|

|l ine .. pause for a 5
repeat the retrieve

presentation is painfully slow but it is deadly.

Try to hop the pattern a little, but not too

much, when fishing over rocky substrate to

keep the fly from snagging. Often, you can

see these predator fish move good distances

to strike the pattern. Watch closely for

darker shades of color that show movement

toward your fly. I v

over 10 feet from the cover to take a closer

look. When this happens, then speed up the

retrieve a little to tease the fish by retrieving

gui cker with |l onger S

retrieve will also trigger aggressive strikes.

These smallies will attack like wild hyenas to

a fresh kill! Hang on!

The smallmouth bass is truly a challenging
and fun freshwater species with fly gear. In
Michigan, we have outstanding opportunities
to find these tough fish in rivers, inland lakes
and in our Great Lakes. On this trip, | had to
remind myself that as fly anglers, we need to
push the envelope to be persistent, creative
and to make opportunities. | was really
happy with the outcome. Next June, when
it“s cool er @agesmayielhdy,
you to stay at home. Think again. The
scrappy smallmouth bass of the Great Lakes
flats will be waiting.
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KVCTU Helps
With Fly Casting Class

KVCTU Board Member and Casting Instruc-
tor Steve Schullery makes an important point

N N e 9 while ,students” | o0k
. o . ’ ,a ‘ .~ at Ramona Park in Portage as part of the Port-
. k 4 age Parks Department Summer Event Pro-
. - ' gram. Other chapter members helping were

Greg Potter, Don Squires, and Dan Hornaday.

Information and photo
provided by Don Squires




